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(c) In the administration of research
and development contracts, any rep-
resentative appointed under this sec-
tion must be acceptable to the con-
tracting officer and the head of the or-
ganization concerned.

(d) When the contracting officer in-
tends to designate a representative
under this section for a particular so-
licitation or contract, the contracting
officer must include the clause in
852.270-1, Representatives of con-
tracting officers, in the solicitation
and contract.

801.603-71 Representatives of con-
tracting officers; receipt of equip-
ment, supplies, and nonpersonal
services.

(a) Without prior notification to the
contractor or vendor, the contracting
officer may designate other competent
personnel, i.e., COTRs, to represent
him or her to receive and inspect sup-
plies, equipment and services at a VA
facility. The COTRs may perform du-
ties, as specified by the contracting of-
ficer, such as, but not limited to, the
following:

(1) Inspect and certify compliance
with the quality and quantity require-
ments of the purchase order or con-
tract.

(2) Inspect supplies and equipment
for condition and quantity and accept
supplies, equipment, and services,
based on quality inspection made by
another authorized representative.

(b) The Director, Library Services,
VA Central Office, and the Chief, Li-
brary Service, at a field facility may
act as representatives of the con-
tracting officer to receive, inspect and
accept library books, newspapers, and
periodicals. Purchase documents will
specify that delivery will be made di-
rectly to the library.

801.670 Special and limited delegation.

The authority vested in the Sec-
retary to execute, award, and admin-
ister a contract, purchase order, or
other agreement for the expenditure of
funds to acquire the specific services
set forth in 801.670-1 through 801.670-4
is delegated to the SPE. The SPE fur-
ther delegates this authority to the
DSPE and to employees appointed or

801.670-3

designated to the positions specified in
those sections.

801.670-1 Issuing bills of lading.

The authority to issue bills of lading
previously contained in this section is
rescinded. Except for individual small
package shipments (e.g., United Parcel
Service, Federal Express, or United
States Postal Service small package
shipments), no VA employee may issue
a bill of lading or otherwise procure
transportation services for goods un-
less the employee has been delegated
authority to do so as a warranted con-
tracting officer under the VA Con-
tracting Officer Certification Program
(ref. 801.690). All transportation serv-
ices for goods, other than for small
package shipments, require a bill of
lading. Except for individual small
package shipments, individuals with
only micro-purchase authority may
not issue bills of lading or otherwise
procure transportation services. The
dollar value of the bill of lading issued
or transportation services acquired
must not exceed the delegated author-
ity of the contracting officer. Can-
didates for appointment as transpor-
tation contracting officers whose dele-
gated authority will be limited to the
acquisition of transportation services
for goods only shall comply with the
Education, Experience, and Training
requirements, if any, in Part 102-117 of
title 41 Code of Federal Regulations,
the Federal Management Regulation,
rather than the requirements in 801.690.

801.670-3 Medical, dental, and ancil-
lary service.

(a) When medical, dental, and ancil-
lary services under $10,000 per author-
ization are not available from an exist-
ing contract or agreement, the fol-
lowing VA officials at VA medical fa-
cilities may authorize these services:

(1) The Chief of Staff and the physi-
cian assigned the responsibility for the
ambulatory care function.

(2) Chief, Medical Administration
Service, or the person designated by
the facility director to perform med-
ical administration functions.

(b) Forms specified in Part 853 shall
be used for ordering services under this
paragraph from existing contracts.
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801.670-4

(c) The officials named in paragraph
(a) of this section may designate one or
more of their subordinates to exercise
the authority in paragraph (a) of this
section.

(d) A designation under this section
must be in writing and specifically set
forth the scope and limitations of the
designee’s authority.

801.670-4 National Cemetery Adminis-
tration.

The Director of Logistics Manage-
ment Service, the Centralized Con-
tracting Division, and the Construction
Support Division are authorized to pro-
cure supplies, equipment and non-per-
sonal services (including construction)
for National Cemetery Administration
(NCA) field facilities and other NCA of-
fices when there is an emergency dur-
ing which the servicing supply organi-
zation cannot be used.

801.670-5 Letters of agreement.

(a) Letters of agreement shall not be
used. The authority previously con-
tained in this section is rescinded.

(b) The VA Office of Inspector Gen-
eral may issue contracts for commer-
cial items, including services, using a
letter format (see FAR 12.204(a)), pro-
vided billing information and required
clauses are included in the contract. If
the dollar value of the acquisition will
exceed the simplified acquisition
threshold, this is a deviation from the
requirement to use Standard Form 1449
at FAR 12.204(a).

801.680 Contracting authority of the
Inspector General.

(a) Under section 6(a) of Public Law
95-452 (October 12, 1978), the Inspector
General may do the following:

(1) Contract or arrange for audits,
studies, analyses, and other services
with public agencies and with private
persons.

(2) Make payments necessary to
carry out the provisions of the Act, to
the extent and in amounts provided in
advance by appropriations acts.

(b) In exercising the special author-
ity provided in paragraph (a) of this
section, the Inspector General may ask
the servicing head of the contracting
activity for assistance in developing
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appropriate contract or agreement doc-
uments.

(c) The FAR applies to contracts
made under paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion. Such contracts also are subject to
provisions of the VAAR that imple-
ment and supplement the FAR on mat-
ters other than those stemming from
or related to delegations of the Sec-
retary’s contracting authority. (For
example, management controls and ap-
provals specified in subpart 837.2 will
not apply to contract actions under the
contract authority of the Inspector
General.)

801.690 VA’s COCP.

801.690-1 Definitions.

Accredited college or university means
a college or university that has been
accredited by an accrediting agency
recognized by the U.S. Department of
Education (see http://www.ed.gov/
admins/finaid/accred/index.html) or ac-
credited by a foreign government.

ACEP means the Acquisition Con-
tinuing Education Program, a program
to provide VA’s acquisition workforce
with classroom knowledge to further
develop their acquisition skills. The
program supports VA personnel in the
GS 1102 contracting series, other con-
tracting officers (regardless of General
Schedule series), contracting officers’
technical representatives, and con-
tracting officers’ representatives to en-
sure that they meet the continuing
education requirements mandated by
OFPP Policy Letter No. 05-01, Devel-
oping and Managing the Acquisition
Workforce, dated April 15, 2005 (see
hitp://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/procure-
ment/policy letters/05-01 041505.html)
and the OFPP Memorandum dated Jan-
uary 20, 2006, titled The Federal Acqui-
sition Certification in Contracting Pro-
gram (see http:/www.whitehouse.gov/
omb/procurement/acq wk/
fac _contracting program.pdf).

ACM means the Acquisition Career
Manager, who is the Associate Deputy
Assistant Secretary for Acquisitions.

Acquisition Workforce means those VA
employees who are classified as: GS
1102 contract specialists; GS 1105 pur-
chasing agents; contracting officers
warranted above the micro-purchase
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